
Reviewing the Midterm 
Election Results

Dr. Anita Manion



Overview

• National elections
• State and local elections
• Who voted and what was important to them
• The role of the Dobbs decision



The National Political Landscape
Looks considerably different than it did just a week ago













Current Status
• GOP has lost one Senate seat (PA). 
• The opposition party has lost Senate seats in just 6 of the past 25 midterms. 

On average, the opposition sees a gain of 4 seats.
• GOP has lost 2 governor’s mansions (MA & MD) and picked up 1 (NV). 
• The opposition party on average has gained 4.5 governor’s seats. 
• This would be the first time since 1986 — and only the second time since 

1934 — that the opposition party has had a net loss of governor’s seats.
• Only once in the past 100 years has the opposition party lost both 

Senate seats and governor’s mansions: 1934
• GOP has lost 4 state legislative chambers.
• The opposition party has gained state legislative chambers in every midterm 

election held since 2002, flipping an average of more than 12 chambers. 
• GOP has controlled a majority of state legislatures in the country since 2010.



• In Kansas, the only 
governorship that 
Democrats were 
defending in a state 
won by Trump in 
2020, Governor 
Laura Kelly defeated 
Republican 
challenger Derek 
Schmidt





Missouri Political Landscape
• 10 years ago, Missouri Dems won tough races for U.S. Senate, governor, attorney 

general, secretary of state, and treasurer.
• The last statewide office held by Dems, state auditor, flipped to the GOP.
• 2008 was the first time the presidential winner didn’t carry MO since 1956. 

















MO State House

• GOP will have a supermajority of 111 House seats; 7 seats flipped

• Democrats picked up 3 (52) seats for its largest House caucus since 

2011 

• Dems won 13 of 20 competitive seats, losing only one of the seats 

they held previously; 2 seats lost due to shifts in population gave the 

GOP a seat now in St. Charles and another in west St. Louis County.



MO State Senate

• In the state Senate, 17 of 34 seats were on the ballot; GOP held their 
14 seats and Democrats kept their 3 seats.

• Dems won an expensive ($3.8 million) race in Senate 24

• Sen. Caleb Rowden will be President Pro Tem of the Senate & Sen. 
Cindy O’Laughlin will be Senate majority leader

• GOP Rep. Dean Plocher of Des Peres will likely become Speaker of the 
House; Democratic House Minority Leader Crystal Quade









State House Races in West County

• 71

• 89

• 90

• 98

• 100

• 101

Republican Philip Oehlerking defeated Democrat Colin Lovett by less than 200 votes out of more than 

16,000 cast in the Ballwin-based 100th District, according to unofficial results.







Missouri Demographic Trends



• https://www.kcur.org/politics-elections-and-government/2022-11-
10/8-takeaways-from-missouris-election-that-produced-wins-for-
both-parties

https://www.kcur.org/politics-elections-and-government/2022-11-10/8-takeaways-from-missouris-election-that-produced-wins-for-both-parties
































Reproductive Rights on the Ballot

• Vermont--create a constitutional right to personal reproductive autonomy; approved by 77% of 
voters

• Michigan--create a state constitutional right to reproductive freedom, including decisions “about all 
matters relating to pregnancy,” such as abortion and contraception; approved by 57% of voters

• California– amend State Constitution to protect a person’s reproductive freedom “in their most 
intimate decisions,” including the right to abortion and contraceptives; approved by 65% of voters

• Kentucky-- amendment would state there is no right to abortion, or any requirement to fund 
abortion, in the State Constitution; opposed by 52% of voters

• Montana--enact a law making any infant “born alive” at any gestational age a legal person, a 
protection that already exists under a federal law passed 20 years ago. It would criminalize health 
care providers who do not make every effort to save the life of an infant “born during an attempted 
abortion” or after labor or C-section; opposed by 53% of voters



Initiative Petition Process in Missouri 
Petitions proposing statutory changes must be signed by 5% of legal 
voters in 6 of the 8 congressional districts. Petitions proposing 
constitutional changes must be signed by 8% of legal voters in 6 of the 8 
congressional districts.



Initiative Petition Process in Missouri

• Of the 89 initiatives submitted for review in advance of this year’s 
election, only 2 got enough signatures to submit for certification to 
the ballot and only one cleared all the hurdles.
• A proposal in the state legislature would raise the bar for passage of 

constitutional amendments from a simple majority to a 2/3 majority.
• However, voters could still repeal previously approved constitutional 

amendments by a simple majority
• Signatures to place a question on the ballot would have to come from 

all 8 Missouri congressional districts




